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award variations in these require-
ments, a TIA that you award may dif-
fer from other TIAs in the non-sys-
temic requirements that it specifies for 
a given participant, based on the cir-
cumstances of the particular research 
project. To eliminate needless adminis-
trative complexity, you should handle 
some non-systemic requirements, such 
as the payment method, in a uniform 
way for the agreement as a whole. 

PAYMENTS 

§ 37.805 If I am awarding a TIA, what 
payment methods may I specify? 

Your TIA may provide for: 
(a) Reimbursement, as described in 32 

CFR 34.12(a)(1), if it is an expenditure- 
based award. 

(b) Advance payments, as described in 
32 CFR 34.12(a)(2), subject to the condi-
tions in 32 CFR 34.12(b)(2)(i) through 
(iii). 

(c) Payments based on payable mile-
stones. These are payments made ac-
cording to a schedule that is based on 
predetermined measures of technical 
progress or other payable milestones. 
This approach relies upon the fact 
that, as research progresses through-
out the term of the agreement, observ-
able activity will be taking place. The 
recipient is paid upon the accomplish-
ment of the predetermined measure of 
progress. Fixed-support TIAs must use 
this payment method and each meas-
ure of progress appropriately would be 
one of the well-defined outcomes that 
you identify in the agreement (this 
does not preclude use of an initial ad-
vance payment, if there is no alter-
native to meeting immediate cash 
needs). There are cash management 
considerations when this payment 
method is used as a means of financing 
for an expenditure-based TIA (see 
§ 37.575 and § 37.1105). 

§ 37.810 What should my TIA’s provi-
sions specify for the method and 
frequency of recipients’ payment re-
quests? 

The procedure and frequency for pay-
ment requests depend upon the pay-
ment method, as follows: 

(a) For either reimbursements or ad-
vance payments, your TIA must allow 
recipients to submit requests for pay-
ment at least monthly. You may au-

thorize the recipients to use the forms 
or formats described in 32 CFR 34.12(d). 

(b) If the payments are based on pay-
able milestones, the recipient will sub-
mit a report or other evidence of ac-
complishment to the program official 
at the completion of each predeter-
mined activity. The agreement admin-
istrator may approve payment to the 
recipient after receiving validation 
from the program manager that the 
milestone was successfully reached. 

§ 37.815 May the Government withhold 
payments? 

Your TIA must provide that the ad-
ministrative agreements officer may 
withhold payments in the cir-
cumstances described in 32 CFR 
34.12(g), but not otherwise. 

§ 37.820 Must I require a recipient to 
return interest on advance pay-
ments? 

If your expenditure-based TIA pro-
vides for either advance payments or 
payable milestones, the agreement 
must require the recipient to: 

(a) Maintain in an interest-bearing 
account any advance payments or 
milestone payment amounts received 
in advance of needs to disburse the 
funds for program purposes unless: 

(1) The recipient receives less than 
$120,000 in Federal grants, cooperative 
agreements, and TIAs per year; 

(2) The best reasonably available in-
terest-bearing account would not be ex-
pected to earn interest in excess of 
$1,000 per year on the advance or mile-
stone payments; or 

(3) The depository would require an 
average or minimum balance so high 
that it would not be feasible within the 
expected Federal and non-Federal cash 
resources for the project. 

(b) Remit annually the interest 
earned to the administrative agree-
ments officer. 

REVISION OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM 
PLANS 

§ 37.825 Must I require the recipient to 
obtain prior approval from the Gov-
ernment for changes in plans? 

If it is an expenditure-based award, 
your agreement must require the re-
cipient to obtain the agreement admin-
istrator’s prior approval if there is to 
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